incorporating these three factors, a fear that drug abuse in the U.S. can be directly attributed to inadequate border policing and an inability to control an influx of unauthorized immigrants.2 Iowa Republican Congressman Steve King went so far as to declare that "for every [immigrant] who's a valedictorian, there's another hundred out there who weigh a hundred and thirty pounds -and they've got calves the size of cantaloupes because they're hauling seventy-five pounds of marijuana across the desert."3 Such remarks are not only xenophobic but also stereotype Mexican immigrants as solely responsible for a much larger set of issues. To do so is an inaccurate and 1
main supplier of illicit narcotics to the United States," it is Drug Trafficking Organizations (DTOs), rather than immigrants, that are at the helm of this highly sophisticated smuggling hierarchy. 5 Over time, the U.S. Border Patrol has increased its technology aimed "to detect unauthorized crossers," and although these measures may prevent some, an estimated 92 to 97 percent of extralegal border-crossers will attempt to cross the boundary until they are successful. 6 Smugglers must examine geographical factors like physical distance traveled, natural environment, population density, and proximity to policing organizations. 7 They must select their routes strategically, find "the shortest path with least-cost," to evade detection by authorities and maximize their own profit. 8 Sayak Valencia, an academic studying the U.S.-Mexico border, argues that "capitalist demands have transformed life and all associated processes -such as death -into commodities." 9 To smugglers, lives lost "are seen as a cost for… drug organizations" at a higher level within the hierarchy. 10 Smuggling methods vary by circumstance and include planes, water vessels, cars and SUVs, and commercial transport vehicles. 11 "Most of the cocaine, heroin, foreignproduced marijuana, and foreign-produced methamphetamine available on American soil are moved into the U.S. through the land" boundary shared with Mexico. 12 However, according to the fifth respondent in Benson and Decker's survey, drug smuggling organizations "constantly change [their] routes." 13 Marijuana, cocaine, heroin, and methamphetamine reach American consumers in very distinct, often changing, ways.
Marijuana is the most commonly used drug in the United States, in large part due to its widespread availability and steady demand. As of 2014, 44.2 percent of Americans aged twelve and 41 older reported that they had used marijuana during their lifetime. 14 Most marijuana that ends up in the U.S. is imported from Mexico through "subterranean tunnels, shipment containers, and hidden compartments in personal vehicles." 15 In one specific example, the Sinaloa Cartel, based out of Guerrero on the Mexican Pacific coast, exports its marijuana derivatives directly to U.S. ports of entry in Brownsville, McAllen, and Laredo, Texas. 16 Marijuana is also produced domestically, both illegally and in states where the drug has been legalized; however, this comes with associated risks.
Butane extraction, a process by which marijuana concentrates are removed from the leaf, "has resulted in numerous explosions and injuries, particularly on the West Coast, where production is most common." 17 In San Diego, for example, almost half of 30 seized extraction labs "were identified after an explosion or fire." 18 These risks are merely a cost for drug producers and smugglers, who are able to profit from America's most "widely available and commonly used and abused illicit drug." 19 Rather than being trafficked by immigrants, marijuana is predominantly imported by sophisticated Mexican DTOs, with certain instances of domestic production as an exception.
Derived from the leaves of the coca plant found in South America, cocaine is a highly addictive stimulant drug that leads to euphoria and increased energy. 20 Approximately 15 percent of Americans aged twelve and older said they had used cocaine in their lifetime. 21 Benson and Decker's sample of respondents, "the mean amount of cocaine with which the smugglers… were caught was 1,136 kilograms," and their modal age range was from forty to fortynine years old. 24 Contrary to widespread belief, Mexico is minimally implicated in the production of cocaine entering the U.S.; because of the coca plant's origins in South America, the drug is largely produced in Colombia, and only enters the United States via Mexico.
Heroin, an opioid, "is synthesized from morphine, a naturally occurring substance extracted from the seedpod of the Asian opium poppy plant." 25 Four geographical areas are responsible for sourcing the world's heroin supply: Southwest Asia, Southeast Asia, South America, and Mexico. 26 However, "nearly all heroin… enters the country over the 1,933-mile Mexican border;" larger amounts are concealed in vehicles crossing at ports of entry while smaller amounts are transported by 'mules.' 27 Once it arrives in the U.S., different varieties of heroin are distributed across the country, based on their countries of origin. Mexican black tar and brown powder heroin are often found west of the Mississippi River while South American white powder heroin is most prevalent to the east; heroin sourced from Southwest Asia represents only "a small portion of the U.S. heroin market." 28 There were more than 300,000 heroin users in the U.S. in 2012, and an increase in overdose deaths, "particularly in the Northeast and Midwest." 29 As a result, heroin abuse has become a growing concern among American authorities, who report that "heroin availability is increasing throughout the nation." 30
Methamphetamine is classified as a schedule II drug, among the most highly addictive of its kind. 31 In 2014, methamphetamine was deemed "the greatest drug threat represented nationally, as 
Ideologies & Imaginations
Understanding the link between drugs, immigration policy, and the border, as well as the construction a perceived 'national crisis,' requires an understanding of multiple framings of the border region as a dynamic space and process. 38 A number of ideologies and imaginations have emerged regarding immigrants and borders, especially in relation to drugs, an extension of this perceived crisis. The first important geographical and social imagination is the discrepancy between a boundary and a border, two concepts that are crucial for understanding the division between the United States and Mexico. In strictly conceptual terms, a boundary is a line drawn in the sand, a physical demarcation of the point where one sovereign entity ends and another begins. 39
Along some parts of the 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexico boundary, this division is demarcated using natural landforms, such as the Rio Grande River; in others, the two countries are definitively split by man-made fencing or walls.
The border, especially as it pertains to the U.S. and Mexico, is a much more fluid concept.
A border, or borderland, is a region contiguous to a boundary that is impacted by the boundary's presence. 40 the 'border' can significantly differ, and can also influence border policy as a way to deal with immigration and drugs.
The border region and the boundary itself as a division also shape ideologies about membership both without and within. McGuire notes that "across the globe, democratic nationstates have fortified their boundaries to keep out desirable people and contraband," and the U.S. is no exception. 43 The U.S. government has increasingly demarcated and fortified its southern boundary with Mexico to protect American safety and sovereignty, but its very presence creates illegality by dictating what goods and persons can pass legally, and under what circumstances.
Illegality can be described as "a form of extreme social marginalization… which throughout U.S. The term 'illegal' has come to be synonymous with unauthorized immigration by Mexicans, despite unauthorized immigrants converging on the U.S. from a wide array of other countries. 47 Furthermore, stereotypes have classified Mexican immigrants as "poor, ignorant, [and] degraded." 48 Granting their entry into the U.S. is seen as "tantamount to opening Pandora's Box"; by allowing Mexican immigrants into the country, the floodgates are opened for drug violence and other associated issues to spill over the boundary. 49 This social construct of immigrants as criminal and foreign has impacted not only public opinion, but also the treatment of immigrants both authorized, who are unfairly discriminated against, and unauthorized, who face not only discrimination but penalization from American institutions.
Criminalizing unauthorized immigrants enables a structure of detention institutions, a system where the treatment of those detained is often questionable. According to Martin, "newly implemented technologies of border inspection, identification, and surveillance follow transboundary travelers before, during, and after their passage through a port of entry" and, as a result of these increased policing measures, the number of non-citizens detained more than doubled between 1999 and 2009. 50 Many of the detention centers were former prisons, with staff that was "trained as correctional officers… and received no re-training to address the needs of asylumseekers, migrants, children, and families." 51 Children were often separated from their parents, where their belongings -crayons, drawings, and toys -were considered to be contraband by authorities. 52 However, due to the blanket criminalization of adults and children, there is a "lack of 'soft facilities' for low-risk detainees" that could more appropriately manage non-citizens. 53 These persons have been socially constructed and legally enshrined as 'illegal' solely on the basis of their immigration status, a status that serves to justify their exclusion "from the benefits of present not only in the social and geographical imagination of drugs, immigration, and the border amongst the American public, but also in the U.S. government's policies to deal with these issues.
U.S. Immigration & Drug Policies
For as long as the U.S.-Mexico boundary has existed, there have been numerous attempts to bring the border region 'under control.' Over the past six decades, this desire to pacify the border region has been particularly evident in the American government's policies. It is through these policies that the link between drugs, immigration, and border policy is apparent. Over time, many of these policies, especially border policies, have aimed to uphold American sovereignty and security by combatting illicit drug smuggling and unauthorized immigration. These policies have "variously welcomed and discouraged persons from entering" the United States, carefully balancing American economic and security interests. Arizona in 1995, and Laredo, Texas in 1997 respectively. 82 The effectiveness of these large, sweeping operations, as previously mentioned, was questionable, and met with mixed opinion.
Most recently, the American government launched the Combat Methamphetamine Act.
Unlike the previous overarching operations, the 'Combat Meth Act' is strictly devoted to reducing methamphetamine abuse through regulation. It was passed by the U.S. Congress in September 2005, and came into effect in March 2006, near the height of the so-called 'meth epidemic.' Among the legislation's tenets was to "control the sale of over-the-counter ephedrine," the widely accessible key ingredient to make methamphetamine. 83 Previously, small-lab meth cooks had been able to purchase unlimited amounts of cold medication containing ephedrine, in order to produce methamphetamine at home. However, there was "a loophole in the ephedrine legislation that allowed pills containing pseudoephedrine [a synthetic version of ephedrine that is highly profitable to pharmaceutical conglomerates] to remained unregulated." 84 As Phil Price, the former special agent in charge of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, notes, the Combat Meth Act was effective at deterring small-scale meth-makers, but it also empowered the powerful Mexican DTOs, who already had the resources to continue producing methamphetamine under increased demand. 85
These well-intentioned policies aimed at eliminating drug abuse, smuggling, and unauthorized immigration were ultimately unsuccessful, and magnify the connection between drugs, immigration, and border policy.
The Roots of a 'Drug Epidemic'
Despite ample efforts by the U.S. government to curtail drug abuse through legislation, the prevalence of drug use and abuse among the American population remains high. Some would go so far as to declare it an epidemic. Beginning in 2004, Portland's The Oregonian ran an influential series of articles detailing a national methamphetamine epidemic. This phenomenon has been particularly evident in small Midwestern towns, where economic decline and lack of viability from agricultural income have given way to drug abuse.
Oelwein and Ottumwa, Iowa are two such towns that have experienced the drug epidemic firsthand, specifically from rampant abuse of methamphetamine. These two eastern Iowa towns offer a glimpse of how economic hardship can render a population vulnerable to the social and economic deterioration that accompany widespread drug abuse.
Oelwein, a small, northeastern Iowa town of roughly 6,700 people, had been a prosperous agricultural hub for more than a century before the 'meth epidemic' struck. increasing border security presence; criminalizing immigrants is not sufficient to eradicate America's 'drug epidemic.' Rather, it is important to consider the root of micro-level domestic issues.
With the loss of jobs and pay in both Oelwein and Ottumwa, workers were often forced to take on additional jobs to make ends meet; these conditions rendered many susceptible to drug use.
Methamphetamine's effects include "increased wakefulness, increased physical activity, [and] decreased appetite," all attractive attributes for those forced to take on multiple jobs with long hours. 94 Fayette County Prosecutor Nathan Lein described the scenario as a 'nightmare'; places like Ottumwa and Oelwein had "lost all bases of civilized culture" to a highly addictive, sometimes psychosis-inducing drug. 95
Oelwein's population declined throughout the 1980s and 1990s, resulting in "a long-term steady loss of tax revenue," among other repercussions. 96 Thus, Oelwein and Ottumwa, like many other places in the American Midwest, and in small towns across the U.S., have descended into a vicious circle. Initially, the changing nature of the agricultural and meatpacking industries led to economic decline, which led to drug use and abuse. Now, drug abuse has caused additional damage to the economic situation, which, in turn, leads to further drug abuse, a seemingly insurmountable cycle. The common root cause of this drug epidemic lies in a lack of stable jobs and reliable income, and it is only by addressing these issues that the epidemic can be eradicated.
Where To Go From Here
The link between drugs, immigration, and border policy is evident throughout the U.S.-Mexico border region and beyond. These three intertwined categories are present in the ideologies and policies pertaining to the border and immigration that shape public mindset, and influence public policy, which aims narrowly on hardening the border and criminalizing immigrants.
Through these links emerges a picture of a complex relationship between these factors, in a nation where drug use and abuse remain a major problem. To resolve this issue, it is simplistic to only examine immigration and border policy. Certainly, there are many instances where drugs cross the U.S.-Mexico boundary due to inadequate policing. It would be nearly impossible to avoid this; in 1995, one customs official estimated that if every crossing vehicle were examined for narcotics, traffic would back up into Mexico City in just 15.8 days. 97 There are indeed circumstances under which these drugs were trafficked by immigrants, as was the case with unauthorized Mexican workers and methamphetamine in small-town Iowa, but this remains an exception. 98 It becomes easy to generalize Mexican immigrants, both authorized and unauthorized, as 'foreign' or 'other,' and to place blame on an entire group of people for the tangled web of drugs, immigration, and border policy in the context of the U.S.-Mexico divide. Thus, it is important to remove the stigmas surrounding immigrants from Mexico, regardless of their immigration status.
Irrespective of the source of these illicit narcotics, it is important to also look inwardly to examine the domestic issues plaguing American communities and forcing many to turn to drugs.
Economic downturn, changing trends in the agricultural industry, and the outsourcing and decreasing of the American workforce are among the many issues that must be addressed as root causes of U.S. drug use and abuse. The American government needs to institute effective legislation that will alleviate these domestic issues causing Americans to use drugs and, unlike the 'Combat Meth Act,' will definitively halt the production, sale, and consumption of drugs. Drugs, immigration, and border policy remain intrinsically linked through ideologies, legislation, and an increasingly globalized world. It is important to consider each of these factors in-depth but also taken together as part of a much larger, complex issue. Addressing the both the specific consequences, and interconnectedness of these three factors is necessary because, like it or not, these linkages will likely persist for many years to come. 
